*An Early History of Chiropractic: The Palmers and Australia* ([Fig 1](#f0005){ref-type="fig"}) is more than an early history of chiropractic in Australia from 1905 to 1945. It is an exhaustive discussion of the earliest days of Palmer chiropractic education from 1897 to 1945.

Dr Peters is uniquely qualified to write this book. As a Palmer graduate, he returned to Davenport, IA, for Palmer Lyceum/Homecomings to access the books, journals, and pamphlets in the Palmer College Special Collections. As the former editor of the *Chiropractic Journal of Australia*, he was able to identify and obtain primary resources in Australia and New Zealand. The result is a well-written book, replete with information that is well documented. His writing style is factual, with little editorializing and sensationalism. The book's primary audience include chiropractors interested in the early Palmer School history and other health care professionals in Australia.

The book is organized in 8 sections, spanning 531 pages. The first section presents methodology and introduces the primary research question: who were the early graduate chiropractors in practice in Australia?

The second section addresses the research question and is a detailed investigation of the early Australian chiropractors, starting with Barbara Brake, who received a 3-month certificate from the Palmer School of Chiropractic (PSC) in 1905. During the next 40 years, 71 chiropractors would practice in Australia; 63 of them were PSC graduates. For the reader wanting more details, a short profile of each chiropractic graduate and charts of their national origins, age at commencement of chiropractic study, prechiropractic education, previous occupations, and chiropractic school are provided. The book is documented with copious endnotes.

The third section captures the attention and interest of the reader by providing a detailed account of the beginning years of chiropractic. This portion of the book has many photos of the early years of the Palmer School. This section is divided into 3 chapters: (1) the DD Palmer Era: 1897-1902, (2) the interregnum: 1902-1906, and (3) the BJ Palmer Era: 1906-1945. For the chiropractic historians interested in the early years of chiropractic, this chapter will be the most rewarding. One example is the information about BJ Palmer's practice in West Virginia. The fourth section discusses chiropractic technology. This includes discussion of adjusting tables; chapter 2 discusses the use of radiology in chiropractic and instrumentation, specifically the neurocalometer. Section 5 discusses what types of conditions the early chiropractors treated. In addition to back pain and headaches, influenza and infantile paralysis were commonly reported. Section 6 presents brief histories of early Australasian Chiropractic Associations and Palmer School--related chiropractic associations, namely, the Universal Chiropractors' Association and the Chiropractic Health Bureau. Section 7 details persecution of early chiropractors by medical authorities, an example being the incarceration of DD Palmer in 1906. Section 8 reiterates the thesis, written from a pro-Palmer viewpoint, that chiropractic as a separate and distinct branch of healing in Australia was made possible by the large percentage of Palmer graduates who contended that chiropractic should be studied, practiced, and regulated as a separate entity from other healing modalities.

This is an excellent book about chiropractic in Australia and includes some of the early history of chiropractic. However, if the reader is looking for critical appraisal of the Palmers' contributions to chiropractic, they would be interested in Keating's book *Chiropractic Education in North America*[@bb0005] or *BJ of Davenport, the Early Years of Chiropractic*.[@bb0010] Keating's analysis is broader and does not hesitate to provide a critical commentary on the early Palmer School. Wardwell's *History and Evolution of a New Profession*[@bb0015] would also provide critical context for the reader on these topics. Dr Peters' position as an alumnus of the PSC and as the son-in-law of the International Chiropractors Association's long-time attorney, Hugh Chance, influenced his interest in providing commentary on the Palmer School. This book was first written as his Master's Degree thesis in 2004 and does not contain an index, a feature which would have been helpful to the reader.

Dr Peters has published much of the information in this book in various journal articles over the last 30 years. Dr Peters has compiled and synthesized much of this information into this book, resulting in a compact, attractive volume at a very reasonable price (US \$57). For any student of chiropractic history, I recommend this as a "must have" book.
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